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This course meets in the law school on Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30 – 10:00 in room 204 of the Business School. 
This course is an introduction to the public policy process in the United States. An important part of the course will involve developing an understanding of what "political" and "public policy" mean. We will then consider why some problems reach the public agenda, why some solutions are adopted and others rejected, and why some policies appear to succeed while others appear to fail. We will primarily examine policymaking at the national level, but we will also look at examples at the state and local level as well. 
The skill set is designed to prepare the student for mid-level management and decision making in community, governmental, non profit and private sector careers. This is generally the level of policy implementation and leadership. The skill set is reflected in the course goals. 
Textbooks
There are two required texts. The first is LAW AND PUBLIC POLICY: A Socioeconomic Approach, by Lynne L. Dallas (Carolina Academic Press 2005); the second is CASES in PUBLIC POLICY ANALYSIS, Second Edition, by George M. Guess and Paul G. Farnham   (Georgetown University Press 2000).  There may be used copies available. Supplemental readings may be required dependent upon the student learning needs assessment and current events. There may be one or two guest speakers. 

Course Goals

·         understand "public policy";

·         understand how the study of public policy relates to law;

·         be able to apply your knowledge of policy.
The Policy Analysis Process 
This course will help you to develop the skills to perform a policy analysis. The standard policy analysis approach follows a set of steps, each of which we will spend time on in this course. This list of steps is an outline both for this course and for the analysis that you will conduct for your paper. 
• Define and frame a policy problem, 

• Identify the key stakeholders (individuals and groups) for an issue, 

• Identify the relevant criteria needed to choose the “best” policy, 

• Identify or create alternative solutions, 

• Assess the outcome of each alternative in terms of each criterion, 

• Assess the tradeoffs between alternatives, 

• Identify barriers to implementation, 

• Recommend the best alternative, 

• Communicate your recommendation and the reasoning behind it to a client/decision-maker (here the class). 

STUDENT EVALUATION
All grading policies of Willamette University apply. 

Paper – Draft

30%


This paper draft will require the student to write a rough draft of their paper. A minimum of four citations to course materials and lectures are required. 10 pages, double spaced, typed. Students are expected to discuss their draft papers when submitted.
Final Paper


50%


The final paper is evaluated by the Professor based upon the incorporation of class concepts (minimum of EIGHT citations to course required), the conceptual development of the topic, research, and writing. Late papers will not be accepted. Incomplete work is strongly discouraged. 

Class Presentation of Assigned Readings/Paper – 20% 

Each student will be assigned class responsibility for a particular part of the reading assignment. Do be prepared, presentation abilities are part of the skill set of public policy. You will also have a short presentation of your final paper to the class. 


The final paper is due on the examination date for this class, but will be accepted anytime after the last class session. The final paper is to original work prepared for this course, and may be subject to Turnitin review.
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READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR EACH CLASS 

These are the assigned readings from the text. The lecture does not necessarily review the assigned reading. The topics covered in the lecture will assume the reading assignment was done, except for the first week. The assigned reading may be supplemented, altered, and reformed based on the learning needs assessed.  

For the week of: 
January 8

Learning Needs Assessment, Introductions, Syllabus Review. Introductory lecture. No reading assignment for this class.

15
Introduction to Law and Socioeconomics
Review learning needs assessment; develop Guess assignments if book is in.
Assign reading sections

Dallas , pp. 3- 12, 17 -22, 25 – 36.

Guess
- Read Introduction, if in. 

22
Law and Cognitive Psychology
Dallas
pp. 37 – 52, 62 -66, 71 -74


29
Economic Fairness and Well Being

Dallas pp.  87 -100, 119 – 138. 

February 5
Fairness and Legal Socialization

Dallas  pp.  141 – 166.

12
Culture, Norms and the Law

Dallas  pp. 179 – 201.

19
Cooperation, Trust and the Law

Dallas   pp. 226 - 245

26
Discrimination

Dallas pp. 261 – 268; 280 – 285, 326 – 333.
March 4
The Domain of Markets

Dallas pp. 
341 -350.

11
Families, Markets and the Law

Dallas pp.
431 -464.

18
Corporate Social Responsibility, Markets and the Law

Dallas pp.
516 -538.

25
Globalization
Dallas pp.
609 – 622; 637 – 656.
April
1
Emerging Market Economies
Dallas pp.
716 – 733. 

8
In Class presentations

Final Papers accepted from the end of the final class until 5 of the examination date determined by the school. There is no final examination in this course.
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