GSM 415B Quantitative Analysis
Spring 2008
Professor Jane Mooney
Phone: 617.521.3836

Email: jane.mooney@simmons.edu
Office: 409 Commonwealth Avenue, 4th Floor 

Office hours: Mondays 3:00-5:30pm, or by appointment
Course Description || Course Objectives || Course Materials || Methodology || Study Recommendations || Computers || Grading & Evaluation || Honor Code || ADA || Additional Suggestions for Success
Course Description
This is a course in quantitative methods for analysis, with an emphasis on applications in a business management context.  
Course Objectives


Managers in all functional areas need to be comfortable with quantitative analysis and to be familiar with a basic set of analytical tools. The primary objectives of GSM 415 are to provide you with these tools, the ability to choose the right tool for the job at hand, and competence in assessing the validity of analyses provided by others. 

By the end of the course, you should be able to:
· Recognize the situations in business where quantitative analysis can enhance problem solving and improve performance. 

· Select appropriate tools for quantitative analysis and interpretation of data, including:
· data collection and presentation

· descriptive statistics

· probability and statistical inference

· linear and multiple regression

· time series-forecasting. 

· Demonstrate competence with Excel as a tool for quantitative analysis and data presentation.
· Demonstrate the ability to perform analyses, interpret results, and communicate their implications effectively.

Course Materials

Required Text :

Basic Business Statistics:  Concepts and Applications (10th edition) by Berenson, Levine, & Krehbiel; Prentice Hall, 2005.

Required Coursepack:

GSM 415B - Quantitative Analysis, Spring 2008.

Methodology
Lectures will only introduce basic concepts.  Assigned readings and problems will be used to expand on these concepts and present the more technical issues.  Current events and cases will be selected to provide practice in the quantitative analysis.  

Large amounts of material are covered quickly in this class, and I will assume that you are familiar with the content of the assigned chapters.  Since each session builds on previous sessions, it is important that you remain up-to-date with the material. It is also important that you master the basic mechanics early in the course because such mastery will be assumed by the midterm exam.  Assigned problems may be collected.  They are a critical component of the learning process and may be the basis for work done in class. 

This course provides necessary skills and tools for other management courses.  Heavy emphasis is placed on your ongoing and continuing class preparation.  In this regard, please familiarize yourself with the Simmons policy on class attendance (latest revision to the GSM Academic Policy).  As with any professional situation, prior notification should be given if you are unable to attend class.  Multiple absences and/or lateness will result in a reduction of course grade.
Study Recommendations
Quantitative analysis is only learned by doing.  To succeed, you need to work through the problems assigned for each class on a timely basis.  The concepts and techniques must be used to see how they are developed and applied.  Discussion in each class assumes you understand the material covered in the prior sessions.  Therefore, you must not allow yourself to fall behind.  If this occurs, the catching up process will be difficult and may have a serious negative impact on your ability to do well in the class.   

Preparation time for this course for most students should be approximately 6 hours per week.  Spending significantly more preparation time is usually ineffective and a sign of inefficient study practices.  If you are not satisfied with your progress in the course or find yourself spending significantly more time preparing for class, please contact me to work on study or preparation strategies as soon as possible. 
Computers
It is assumed that you have been exposed to and can use a computer and have basic knowledge of Excel.  If you are unfamiliar with Excel or your skills are rusty please use the recommended tutorials prior to the first Excel lab class.  While solving assigned problems, you may find it beneficial to use a spreadsheet program to help reach a solution.  During class we will periodically be solving problems assigned as homework, sometimes using Excel or a comparable spreadsheet program.  Please bring a laptop to class or request a Simmons laptop for use during class.  In the classroom, computers are meant to be used solely for course-related work and not for checking e-mail or other applications.  Such other uses will detract from your participation grade.
Grading and Evaluation
Grades will be computed as follows:



Participation



          +/- 5 points



Problem Sets and Cases


  30



Quizzes




  20 



Midterm




  20



Final Exam




  25








100

There will be 5 quizzes, worth a minimum of 5 points each; the lowest quiz score will be discarded.  Quizzes are given at the beginning of class.  No make-ups are given but note that one quiz grade will not be included in the total points earned.  Some quizzes may be worth more than 5 points and it may be possible to accumulate more than 20 points from quizzes; however, a maximum of 20 points will be credited toward the course grade.

Classroom contribution grades are not based on the duration of “air time” or on getting the right answer but on the quality of your contributions.  While the participation component of the grade is small, your ability to participate effectively in class is a good indicator of your overall progress. Involvement and participation in class comes in a variety of ways:

· problem/case analysis and solution
· a good question based on the material assigned

· helping to move the class discussion ahead

· appropriate comments related to the reading assignments, the case/problem analysis or the class discussion
Should you have difficulty participating in class, please see me early in the semester for help and/or strategies.  While the participation component of the grade is small, your ability to participate effectively in class is a good indicator or your overall progress.
You are expected to treat class sessions as you would any other professional responsibility. All exams are to be taken at their assigned times.  The only exceptions to this are stated in the Academic Policy guidelines.

Academic Integrity
I take academic integrity very seriously.  I expect you to adhere to the highest standards of honesty and integrity—in your dealings with me and with one another.  Please read and take to heart the sections on the honor system in the Simmons College Student Handbook.  You are expected to comply with all provision of the Simmons College Honor Code—violations will not be tolerated.  Any cases of potential Honor Code violation will be referred to the Honor Board.  Quizzes and exams are expected to be your individual efforts. 
Special Accommodations
Reasonable accommodations will be provided for students with documented physical, sensory, systemic, cognitive, learning, and psychiatric disabilities.  If you have a disability and anticipate that you will need a reasonable accommodation in this class, it is important that you contact the Center for Academic Achievement early in the semester.  Call Ext. 2474, or stop by the center in the Palace Road building, Suite 304A.  Students with disabilities receiving accommodations are also encouraged to contact their instructor within the first week or two of the semester to discuss their individual needs for accommodations.
Additional Suggestions for Success
· Read and understand the syllabus.  Ask questions about the course as soon as you have them.
· Before class, briefly review the topics and material to be discussed during the class period.  Try to connect what is to be discussed with what you have already learned.  Try to link the topics to be discussed with related exercises, assignments or current events.
· Be an active learner in class.  Work on examples.  Listen closely to lectures and discussions.  Take notes.  Follow in the text.  Ask questions.  Offer comments and examples.
· Review your notes and the problems covered in class, again, after class ends.  Highlight areas that are still perplexing and review them again.  Ask questions of classmates or the professor to help resolve them.
· Conscientiously try to complete each assignment before we discuss it in class.  You can read about quantitative analysis all day long, but actually working through the assigned problems and cases is the only way to discover for certain what you do and do not understand.
· Learning is a process that requires your engagement.  You cannot learn quantitative analysis merely by reading about it; you have to push the pencil around as well.  Consistent and thorough homework is the key to success in this course.
· Form study groups and study with other students.  This last is probably the most important.  My observation is that the students who do best, regardless of ability, are those who work with a study group.  Students who do not do well are invariably those who are working alone.
