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MBA 539, Topics in International Business 

Fall Term 2008-2009

The Politics and Economics of North American Economic Integration

Stephen Blank, Ross Distinguished Visiting Professor
NAFTA is much reviled and little understood. At the moment, the discussion about North America is owned by Lou Dobbs and a group who think that NAFTA was the first step toward selling out US sovereignty. This course is designed to provide a clearer picture of economic integration in North America.  We will look at North America from several perspectives – trade, borders, regions, trade corridors, and supply chains. We will focus in particular on developments in “Cascadia” – the Pacific Northwest. We will have several guest speakers in the class. Responsibilities will include reading and vigorous discussion in class, an in-class presentation and some sort of written project.  

 

Outline and assigned readings (first draft, more readings to come) 

Text: John N. McDougall, Drifting Together: The Political Economy of Canada-US Integration (Broadview Press, 2006) 

1. Introduction to course: North American economic integration/NAFTA

Sept 29, Oct 1 Background to North American economic integration

Readings:

· Stephen Blank and Jerry Haar, Chapters 2 and 3 from US Firms and the New North American Business Environment  
· McDougall, Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4

Oct 6, 8 NAFTA Overview

Readings:

· McDougall, Chapters 5 and 6
· Gary Hufbauer and Jeffrey J. Schott, “NAFTA Revisited”
· Tom Courchene, “FTA at 15, NAFTA at 10; A Canadian Perspective on North American Integration”

· Stephen Handelman, “The rise of north america inc: a perspective from the united states”
2. Other Perspectives
Oct 13, 15 Regionalism

Readings:

· McDougall, Chapter 7

· Tom Courchene, “Ontario as a North American Region State”

· Brian Crowley, “Atlantica and Trends in World Trade”

· John Austin, et al, “The Vital Connection: Reclaiming Great Lakes Economic Leadership in the Bi-National US-Canadian Region” (Brookings, 2008)
Oct 20, 22 Trade Corridors

Readings:

· Stephen Blank, “Trade Corridors and North American Competitiveness” 
Oct 27 Energy

Readings:

· Ralph Klein and Brian Tobin with Gerry Angevine, A Vision for a Continental Energy Strategy (Fraser Institute, 2008)

· Joseph M. Dukert, “North American Energy: At long last, one continent” (CSIS 2005)
Nov 3 Environment  (no class Nov 5)

Readings:

· Jeffrey Ang-Olson and Bill Cowart, “Freight Activity and Air Quality Impacts in Selected NAFTA Trade Corridors”
· The Sustainable Mobility Project, “Mobility 2030: Meeting the Challenges to sustainability”

Nov 10, 12 Supply Chains (Green supply chains)

Readings:

· D. Goldfarb, “Just in Case Replacing Just in Time?” 

· Deloitte, “Made in North America”

Nov 17, 19 Transportation 

Readings:

Nov 24, Dec 1 Security

Readings:

· Chamber of Commerce of Canada, “Finding the Balance: Reducing Border Costs While Strengthening Security” 
· Stephen Flynn, “America the Resilient”

3. Looking Forward

Dec 3, 8 Future

Readings:

· Robert Pastor, “Future of North America”

· McDougall, Chapter 10

Dec 10 Conclusion

Readings:
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