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IP 581 SUSTAINABILITY FIELD STUDY – Fall 2007

Semester Project:  “Creating a Sustainable MIIS” 

Laura A.  Strohm, Ph.D., Ex. Dir., The Sustainability Academy

TTh 8-10 am    Room M238   4 units

laura@sustainabilityacademy.org    (831) 915-8257 cell

Office Hours: TTh immediately following class, and by appointment

Course Description:

Sustainable Development is infamous for being difficult to define, even more impossible to achieve, and tough to measure. It can be like a chameleon, changing its stripes to match its surroundings. Anybody can use the concept for almost any purpose, to support almost any goal. Yet it is nonetheless recognizable. So what would it look like on the ground, really? Students will carefully define the opportunity, baseline data, goals, politics, and methods of the project. They will research, experiment, visit other models, think, write, and then present a plan for an innovative sustainable solution to the client. Teamwork is essential, but students will also be graded on individual work. This class is for students interested in development, environment, public administration, and business. 

The Sustainability Academy:
The Sustainability Academy accelerates the mainstream practice of innovative solutions for economic success, ecological health, and community benefit in Central California. We are a local public benefit organization (501c3), a “think, do & teach-tank” that delivers quality, experience-based education, project consulting, and research on sustainability. Dr. Laura Strohm, formerly of the Monterey Institute of International Studies’ International Environmental Policy program, is the founding director.
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While at MIIS from 1994 – 2006, she designed the curriculum for the program in IEP, and a dual degree in business and environment. She has authored articles on the international waste trade, trade and environment, and comparative environmental policy. Previous academic appointments include the School of Public and Environmental Affairs at Indiana University, Harvard, UCLA, and the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in Geneva, Switzerland. Before taking her graduate degree (Ph.D.) at the Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy in Boston in 1991, she worked for both the County of Santa Cruz and the US Soil Conservation Service in watershed management and soil conservation in California.

Student Assignments and Grading:

1. Analytical Reading: do assigned reading, & present one or two for discussion
25%

2. Inquiry/Assessment Work: research, write 5-10 page summary, present ppt
25%

3. Weekly journal & class & project participation




25%

4. Implementation/Reporting Projects: research, do, write 3-5 pgs, present ppt
25%

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:

This course intends that students polish their skills in reading efficiency, research capability, professional writing and presentation styles, and teamwork. Students will learn more about the practical application of sustainability principles and practices, including baseline establishment for reporting purposes. Their political understanding and negotiation skills will grow, along with both patience and effectiveness.

Continuing creativity, learning, and maturity in strategic thinking about project implementation will be reflected in the student’s weekly journal, public presentations, and written reports. A very concrete outcome will result from the student’s chosen work.

WEEKLY READING AND SCHEDULE

SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT & INQUIRY

ASSIGNMENTS (TEAMS):

1. MIIS SUSTAINABILITY EFFORTS TO DATE

2. MIDDLEBURY SUSTAINABILITY WORK

3. OTHER CAMPUSES’ SUSTAINABILITY WORK

4. AVAILABLE BASELINE/ REPORTING FRAMEWORKS

5. OTHER TOOLS: ECO-FOOTPRINT, CARBON ANALYSIS, ETC.

WEEK 1: SEPT 4 & 6

Clough, G. Wayne, etal. 2006. Sustainability and the University. The Presidency. Winter, 9:1, pgs 30 - 38.

Asquith, Christina, 2007. Going Green Equals Good Business. Diverse Issues in Higher Education, May 24:6, pgs 14 – 16.

Parker, Abraham, 2007. Creating a “Green Campus”. Bioscience April 57:4, pg 321.

Skov, Joshua, 2005. Campuses perfect place to practice what we preach. March. 1 pg.

Harvard’s Leith Sharp: “You Can Green Your Campus”. Thought Leaders interview. Building Design & Construction. Chicago: August 2006, 47:10, pg 64 – 65.

Senge, Peter M. etal, 2007. Collaborating for Systemic Change. MIT Sloan Management Review Winter 48:2, pgs 44-53.

WEEK 2: SEPT 11 & 13

Runhaar, Hens, etal. 2006. Policy Analysis for Sustainable Development. International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education, 7:1, pgs 34 -55.

Moore, Janet, 2005. Seven recommendations for creating sustainability education at the university level: A Guide for Change Agents. International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education, 6:4, pgs 326 – 339.

WEEK 3: SEPT 18 & 20

Downey, Peter R., 2004. Sustainability Takes Time. International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education, 5:1, pgs 81 – 90.

Thompson, Robert, and William Green, 2005. When Sustainability Is Not a Priority. International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education, 6:1, pgs 7 -17.

ASSESSMENT REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS DUE THURSDAY SEPT 20TH

SUSTAINABILITY PLANNING EXERCISES

Sample Implementation Projects: (There are many more…)

· Set up Baseline format electronically for MIIS to fill in

· Paper issues

· Transport/ Traffic / Parking

· Social Investment Issues

· Green Cleaning

· Signage on Sampson Center

· Green Building Policy

WEEK 4: SEPT 25 & 27

Beringer, Almut, 2006. Campus Sustainability Audit Research in Atlantic Canada: Pioneering the campus sustainability assessment framework. International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education, 7:4, pgs 437-455.

Fookes, T.W., etal., 2004. The “Greening the Ivory Towers” Project: The University of Auckland Case Study. Ekistics, Jul-Dec, 71, 427-429, pgs 213- 222.

WEEK 5: OCT 2 & 4

CHOOSE IMPLEMENTATION PROJECT BY THURSDAY OCT 4TH
Waddock, Sandra, 2007. On CERES, the GRI and Corporation 20/20: An Interview with Dr. Allen White. The Journal of Corporate Citizenship, Summer, 26, pgs 38-42.

Owens, Katharine, 2006. As Green As We Think? The case of the College of Charleston Green Building Imitative. . International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education, 7:2, pgs 114-128.

WEEK 6: OCT 9 & 11 Integrate Implementation Plan

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLEMENTATION, COACHING, & REPORTING

READING ON STUDENT’S TOPIC – SUBMIT 1 -2 PG BIBLIO BY TUES OCT 9.

JOURNAL SUBMISSION REQUIRED ELECTRONICALLY EVERY THURSDAY

WEEK 7: OCT 16 & 18

WEEK 8: OCT 23 & 25

WEEK 9: OCT 30 & NOV 1

WEEK 10: NOV 6 & 8

WEEK 11: NOV 13 & 15

WEEK 12: NOV 20  (THANKSGIVING)

PROJECT WRAP-UP AND COMMUNICATIONS

WEEK 13: NOV 27 & 29    Final project reviews with team

WEEK 14: DEC 4 & 6
Final project reviews with team

FINAL PROJECT REPORT DUE TUESDAY DEC 11

WEEK 15: DEC 11 & 13    Presentations for various audiences
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