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Course Description and Goal
For the past 35 years, the development of international law has been the primary governmental response to global environmental challenges. Dozens of international environmental treaties have been negotiated, ratified and, to some extent, implemented, since the Stockholm Convention launched the modern global environmental movement in 1972.  Nonetheless, major gaps remain, including in the governance of forests and oceans. Today, the attention of world governments is riveted on the design of the next, post-Kyoto phase of the climate change regime.

This course examines the philosophical foundations, legal principles, and treaties which make up the body of international environmental law. Rather than an exhaustive survey, we will focus on treaties concerned with air and atmospheric pollution, toxic chemicals and waste, biodiversity conservation, and trade, investment and environment. We will also focus on oceans and seas as a case study of global environmental governance—and governance gaps. For each regime, we will focus not only on treaty provisions but on implementation at the national levels.  

In the final part of the course, we will explore innovations in and alternatives to international treaties as the basis of global environmental governance. We will consider the concept of multi-level governance, including via city cooperation, and stakeholder governance and examine environmental governance in the European Union. 

Learning Objectives and Format

This class aims to increase both substantive knowledge and problem-solving skills related to international environmental governance. The specific learning objectives are: 

1) A working knowledge of the history, structure, dynamics, and architecture of international environmental law;

2) An informed perspective as to whether and why international environmental law is/is not  working to point development at the national level towards sustainability;

3)   An understanding and ability to creatively propose innovations in global 
environmental governance utilizing new, multilevel conceptual tools and 
principles. 

The class format will consist of lecture by instructor and guest speakers, student discussion in large and small groups, and student presentations. 

Assignments, Assessment and Grades
Students are expected to come to class having completed assigned readings. Changes or additions to the readings in this syllabus will be posted on the course conference. 

In addition to reading and participating in class discussions, there are four requirements for this seminar:

1. Country research paper: (40%)  

Each student will write a 6-page (1500 word) paper on the following topic:

Choose an international environmental treaty and a country. Investigate the history of that country’s engagement with the treaty: 

1) Negotiation phase: What role did your country play in negotiating the treaty? Was it in the lead (or blocking) coalition? why? was it part of a larger negotiating group (e.g. the South)? what’s at stake (economically, politically, socially); what roles (if any) were played by NGOs, business, other non-state actors?  

2) Implementation phase: Has your country ratified the treaty? Adopted implementing legislation? Is it in fact implementing it? Why/why not? What are the obstacles to implementation? What opportunities does implementation provide? 

3) Future: What innovations (e.g. in treaty provisions, capacity-building support, domestic coalition-building, etc) are needed to more robustly implement the treaty in your country, either in spirit or letter? 

Remember to provide a short executive summary in the beginning and properly formatted references. 

Papers will be graded according to the following criteria:

1)  Clarity of research question

2)  Quantity and quality of supporting evidence

3)  Good writing (including format and references) 

4)  Originality.

2. Group treaty brief: (20%)
Working in groups of 3-5, students will write a 4-page (1000 word) briefing paper on the following topic:

Choose an international environmental treaty (e.g. the Vienna Convention/Montreal Protocol; Law of the Sea; etc).  For that treaty: 

1) outline key developments in the past two years, 

2) analyze the political, economic, etc drivers of the key developments

3) make suggestions as to improving future treaty implementation.  

Each brief will get one group grade. 
3. Group treaty brief presentation:  (20%)

Groups will present their group treaty briefs in class.  The presentations should take the form of a panel, with each student presenting part of the findings of the brief. 
Student presentations will be individually assessed according to the following criteria:

1) Clarity of ideas

2) Critical thinking (analysis, supporting evidence)

3) Use of visual and audio aids

4) “Stage” presence (liveliness, professionalism, audience interaction, etc).
4. Op ed: (20%)
Using your accumulated knowledge about the structure, dynamics and implementation of international environmental law, write an op ed piece about the following topic:

How should climate change be addressed in post-Kyoto? 

You can be as specific or general as you choose; e.g. you can argue for specific provisions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, or you can opine that, given experience with other treaties, the whole effort is a bunch of hooey and nations should take unilateral measures. We will discuss further in class. 

Assignment Due Dates
Group treaty brief
 – March 18
Group presentations 
–  March 20, March 27, April 3
Country research paper – April 15
Op ed 


–  May 6
Grades

The scale below indicates point totals and corresponding letter grades for the course:

A =   96-100 points

B+ = 87-89 points

C+ = 77-79 points

A- =  90-95 points

B =   83-86 points

C =   73-76 points






B- =  80-82 points

C- =  70-72 points
Textbooks

The textbook (case book) for the course is  International Environmental Law and Policy by David Hunter, James Salzman and Durwood Zaelke, Foundation Press, Third Edition, 2007.

Readings are also assigned from the following books, on reserve at the MIIS library: 

Jost Hamschmidt, Case Studies in Sustainability Management and Strategy, Greenleaf Publishing, 2007.

Lyuba Zarsky (ed), International Investment for Sustainable Development,  Earthscan Press, 2005. 

Additional required and supplemental readings will be available on-line or on reserve in the MIIS Library.  Be sure to regularly check the course conference folder for changes and additions to reading assignments. 

Course schedule (see below)
	DATE
	TOPIC


	READING

	Week 1

Tuesday Jan 22
	Introductions, overview of course outline and assignments

What is international environmental law? 
	CB 272-90

Joffe, 89-100

	Thursday Jan 24
	Background to environmental policy
	CB 124-61


	Week 2

Tuesday Jan 29

	Principles and concepts in international environmental law (1) 
	CB 463-75

Dalai Lama, Chs 8 and 11

Joffe 100-24



	Thursday Jan 31
	Principles and concepts in international environmental law (2)

	CB 476-507

	Week 3
Tuesday Feb 5
	Principles and concepts in international environmental law (3) 


	CB 507-37

	Thursday Feb 7
	History of international environmental law
	CB 162-218


	Week 4

Tuesday Feb 12
	Case study: private public partnerships
	McKague and Branzei, City Water Tanzania, in Hamschmidt (on reserve for IP 687)

	Thursday Feb 14
	International organizations and non-state actors 

	CB 219-71

	Week 5

Tuesday Feb 19
	Traditional sources of law
	CB pp 290-352

	Thursday Feb 21
	Soft law, private standard-setting
	CB 353-360, 721-25. 1482-1503

Zarsky (ed) pp. 197-218



	Week 6

Tuesday Feb 26
	Long range transboundary air pollution 
	CB  552-65


	Thursday Feb 28
	Ozone Regime  -- Introduction; Montreal Protocol

	CB 566-598

	Week 7

Tues March 4
	Implementation, effectiveness and compliance
	CB 366-71, 380-401

	Thurs March 6
	Ozone Regime  --Implementation and Compliance
	CB 598-629

	Week 8

Tues March 11
	SPRING BREAK – No class
	

	Thurs March 13
	SPRING BREAK – No Class 

	

	Week 9

Tuesday March 18
Group Treaty Brief Due 
	Hazardous chemicals – Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions
	CB 908-46

	Thursday March 20 
	STUDENT GROUP PRESENTATIONS
	

	Week 10

Tuesday March 25
	Transboundary movement of hazardous wastes – Basel Convention


	CB 946-83

	Thursday March 27 
	STUDENT GROUP PRESENTATIONS
	

	Week 11

Tuesday April 1
	Biodiversity Convention
	CB 1021-74


	Thursday April 3
	STUDENT GROUP PRESENTATIONS

	

	Week 12

Tuesday April 8


	Trade and environment
	CB 1258-1308

	Thursday April 10


	Investment and environment 
	Zarsky 123-96

	Week 13

Tues April 15
Country Research Paper due
	Ocean case study – Law of the Sea and Straddling Stocks

	CB 734-90

	Thur April 17
	Ocean case study – Marine Pollution from Ships and Land-based Marine Pollution

	CB 791-844

	Week 14

Tues April 22
	Ocean case study – New challenges of climate change
	TBA

	Thurs April 24
	Ocean case study – governance gaps
	TBA


	Week 15

Tues April 29
	Climate change – Kyoto Protocol
	CB 667-72



	Thurs May 1
	Climate change—Beyond Kyoto, Bali road map 
	CB 725-33

	Week 16

Tues May 6

OP ED DUE
	Multilevel governance
	TBA

	Thurs May 8
	Global environmental governance –what next? 
	TBA
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