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Course Overview:
Staying primarily in Santiago, while visiting some of the surrounding coastal and mountainous regions in central and south-central Chile, we will investigate the benefits and shortfalls to a free market economy on a developing country that is considered to be one of the most stable and economically prosperous nations in Latin America.  We will speak with representatives from the Central Bank of Chile, the Santiago chapter of the Association of Relatives of the Detained-Disappeared, the Mapuche indigenous people of Chile, a journalist and communication professor, a filmmaker and blogger, a torture survivor and human rights activist, and a TV journalist/host, among others.  You will have the opportunity to visit the historic and cultural sites of downtown Santiago, including La Moneda Presidential Palace, the Museum of National History, the Plaza de Armas, the artisan marketplace Feria Santa Lucía, the memorial to the detained-disappeared and executed political prisoners in Santiago’s General Cemetery, and view the sights from the top of San Cristobal Hill.  We also will enjoy the scenery of the Andes Mountains and the Pacific coast, including the United Nations-designated world heritage site port city of Valparaíso and the resort beach town of Reñaca.
Course Objectives:

We will look at Chile as a test case for global commerce and a free market economy – noting the benefits and opportunities that are available to Chileans who live in a nation whose recent governments have embraced a liberal marketplace and free trade, as well as the hardships that the Chilean people and their environment have endured as a result of such unrestricted free trade combined with a lack of social, human rights, and environmental protections.  In 1970, Chile became the first country to inaugurate a democratically-elected Socialist president.  With the support of millions of Chileans, President Salvador Allende called for a “peaceful path towards socialism,” which would raise the standard of living for the vast majority of Chileans living in poverty and return the wealth of Chile’s natural resources, including copper, nitrate, produce, timber, and fish, back to the Chilean people.  Allende attempted to accomplish this through the nationalization of many foreign- and privately-owned companies and agrarian land reform.  His government collapsed on September 11, 1973 with a military coup that led to a seventeen-year dictatorship ruled by General Augusto Pinochet.  During Pinochet’s regime, the country was opened again to foreign investment and free trade, while social programs were reduced or eliminated.  Opponents to Pinochet’s regime were imprisoned, executed, or forced into exile.  Since the return to democracy in 1990, Chilean governments have attempted to address the social, human rights, and environmental problems of the country while maintaining the economic policies instituted under Pinochet’s regime.  In January 2006, Chileans elected their first female President, Michelle Bachelet, who is a survivor of the human rights violations committed during the dictatorship.  On December 10, 2006, former dictator General Pinochet died.  We will assess the current situation under Chile’s new circumstances.
Assignments and Grades:
You may earn up to a total of 300 points for the course from the following:

Journals: 100 points

Paper/project and presentation on instructor-approved focused topic of your choice: 100 points

Activities, discussion, quizzes, class participation and behavior: 100 points
Journals

In paper or electronic form, you are required to keep a journal that includes at least one entry from every day during your stay in Chile.  There is no standard format for journal entries.  They can be in regular essay form or a more free-flowing form with pictures and mementos included.  Possible themes and elements that could be addressed in the journals include thick descriptions of your surroundings in Chile, your personal reactions to what you are witnessing and learning in Chile, questions you want to pose about why things work the way that they do in Chile or how conditions could be improved for the Chilean people, answers to questions that you posed to our host speakers, something you read in a Chilean newspaper or heard on Chilean TV, and how your experiences in Chile are affecting you and the way you perceive the world around you.  After your trip, the instructor will review your journal.  If you prefer to show her a revised version that omits your most personal and private thoughts and feelings, you are welcome to do so.  In order to earn a high grade for your journal, you will need to demonstrate extensive contemplation of course content (global commerce and human rights in Chile).
Paper/projects and presentations

Before you travel to Chile, you are expected to choose a focused subject that you want to address in a paper or dual paper/project based on your research in Chile.  You will turn in the paper or paper/project and give a brief presentation on your findings when we meet again after our trip.  In order to earn a high grade on your paper/project, you need to demonstrate appropriate research from diverse sources, including citations, relevance to the themes of the course, and a logical, well-structured argument.  You will be asked to submit your final papers to turnitin.com.  Possible topics include but are not limited to the following:

· the role of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in the Chilean economy and Chile’s financial institution Banco Central de Chile, the Central Bank of Chile

· the effect of Chile’s financial and market policies on Chilean citizens’ abilities to provide for their families

· possible economic and political reasons for the severe environmental problems in Chile (including air pollution, water pollution, the clear-cutting of old growth forests, over-fishing, etc.)

· the legacy of Chile’s dictatorship (1973-1990) on contemporary Chilean society and the role of human rights organizations in Chile today

· the role of Chilean media institutions in the distribution to the Chilean public of significant topics such as those mentioned above

All topics must be approved by the instructor before you begin.

Additional 100 points based on activities, discussion, quizzes, and class participation and behavior

Your performance in this class will be assessed continuously from the first time we meet before travel until our last meeting after returning to Bentley.  Your willingness to participate in all class activities and discussions, your openness to new experiences in a different culture, your respect for others, your punctuality, and your ability to behave in ways considered appropriate for the various contexts that you will encounter during this class can have a tremendous impact on your final course grade.  We will have a quiz during our last pres-session class based on the reading materials.  There will be additional quizzes in Chile.
Required Materials: 
Books:
-Allende, Isabel, Of Love and Shadows (or a substitute book by Allende, with instructor’s     permission) – required reading
-“Environmental Policy and Politics in Chile Revisited: The Limits of Reformism” distributed in class – required reading
-excerpts from Kristin’s book Media, Memory, and Human Rights in Chile distributed in class – required reading

- a guidebook of Chile – recommended

- a pocket Spanish/English dictionary – recommended
Media:


During our pre-travel classes, Machuca and The day Pinochet died will be shown. The following other films, which are available in the Bentley library, are strongly recommended: Threads of Hope, El caso Pinochet/ The Pinochet Case, Historias de futbol/ Soccer Stories, Chile: la memoria obstinata/ Chile: Obstinate Memory, Motorcycle Diaries, Fernando ha vuelto/ Fernando Is Back, La luna en el espejo/ The Moon in the Mirror, Julio comienza en julio/ Julio Begins in July.  For those of you who understand Spanish, you can get live computer feeds of Chilean TV shows from the following networks: Chilevisión, Canal 13, and Televisión Nacional de Chile.  The websites are chilevision.cl, canal13.cl, and tvn.cl.

Special student circumstances:

If you have any special circumstances that you would like your instructor to know about, please let her know as soon as possible.  Visit her during office hours or arrange to make an appointment to speak with her.  Students with a documented disability who wish to receive academic accommodations in this course must first meet with the Coordinator of Disability Services in LaCava 166.
Academic Integrity:
Academic integrity is taken seriously by Bentley and by your instructor.  Make sure that you are familiar with the guidelines for academic integrity, cheating, and dishonesty that are explained in your Bentley Student Handbook.  Anyone violating Bentley’s code of academic integrity may face severe consequences that could include but are not limited to expulsion from Bentley.  Always, always, always cite your sources; do not present the ideas and research of others as your own.  You will be required to submit your research paper to turnitin.com.  If you have concerns about the proper ways to cite, visit Kristin during office hours.  Student collaboration is not permitted on your research paper, although if your topic is similar to that of someone else in the class, you may conduct some of your research together.  If I catch you violating Bentley’s academic integrity code, assume that you will face a severe sanction in the class and that the incident will be documented and reported to Bentley’s academic integrity coordinator.
Schedule: This course includes two pre-travel classes, our Jan. 3-15 trip to Chile, and one post-travel class.
Nov. 16, 2008: First pre-travel class: 7:00pm to 10:00pm
Today we will introduce ourselves to one another and begin a discussion of Chile, its culture, and history.  We will review the syllabus and discuss the course, behavior, safety, and assignment expectations.  We will watch Machuca.
Dec. 7, 2008: Second pre-travel class: 7:00pm to 10:00pm
Due at second class: Typed proposal for your focused paper/project.  You will receive feedback on your proposal before we travel to Chile.  Today we will address all remaining questions that you have prior to travel, and review our travel itinerary.  We will discuss preparation for travel and important rules for safety.  We will have a quiz on course reading materials.  To prepare for the quiz, please read Of Love and Shadows and all materials distributed on November 16.
Jan. 3-15, 2009: Chile trip!; itinerary still subject to change; stay tuned.

Feb. 1, 2009: Final class; 7:00pm to 10:00pm
Due: final papers/projects and journals
SETs
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