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University notices::

1. If you are a student with a documented disability on record at Brandeis University and wish to have a reasonable accommodation made for you in this class, please see me immediately.

2. You are expected to be honest in all of your academic work.  The University policy on academic honesty is distributed annually as section 5 of the Rights and Responsibilities handbook.  Instances of alleged dishonesty are subject to possible judicial action.  Potential sanctions include failure in the course and suspension from the University.  If you have any questions about my expectations, please ask.

3.  Academic integrity is central to the mission of educational excellence at Brandeis University.  Each student is expected to turn in work completed independently, except when assignments specifically authorize collaborative effort. It is not acceptable to use the words or ideas of another person – be it a world-class philosopher or your roommate – without proper acknowledgement of that source.  This means that you must use footnotes and quotation marks to indicate the source of any phrases, sentences, paragraphs or ideas found in published volumes, on the internet, or created by another student.  If you are in doubt about the instructions for any assignment in this course, you must ask for clarification.

This syllabus is subject to change.  When in doubt, please ask me.

Course Description

Rights-Based Approaches to Development I (RBA I) is the core human rights course in the SID/MA program, designed to introduce development practitioners to the theory and application of international human rights standards in development contexts.  Topics covered in the course include the origins and nature of international human rights laws and their relationship to development goals and processes; issues around the relationship of rights to democratic decision-making and cultural self-determination; questions of the rights to food, health, housing, education and workers’ protections; international oversight and enforcement of human rights; issues of rights, trade, aid, and conditionality; and finally methodologies for human rights implementation at national levels.

Students who wish to pursue human rights further may take the following courses, for which RBA I is a prerequisite:

· RBA II (Spring Module 2) is a seminar that continues RBA I with a deeper exploration of human rights in practice.  Topics covered include human rights and transnational corporations; the International Criminal Court and other forms of individual accountability for human rights violations;  and the rights to participation, transparency, and access to information in the context of development.  Other issues are chosen in accordance with interests of the students in the course, who each produce a substantial seminar paper on a topic of their choice.
· Right to Water (Spring Module 2; co-taught with Prof. Olson) examines in depth the content and practice of the Right to Water as a human right in international law.  Coming from both a human rights and an ecological perspective, it examines the international human rights standards, factual contexts and policy paradigms that surround the decisions of governments and communities concerning access to clean and safe drinking water and to adequate sanitation.  This class fulfils the SID ecology requirement.

In addition, students with particular interest in human rights may wish to take the following course:

· Introduction to International Law for Development Practitioners (Spring Module 1).  This course covers the formation and effectiveness of international legal standards and is designed to help practitioners understand the nature and impacts of international standards (from human rights to trade laws to “soft law” like the MDGs) that might impact on their work and that they themselves might wish to help form.

Readings and Course Resources

Most of the readings for this course can be found in the RBA I Reading Packet, which can be purchased from the Students Services Cluster in the Schneider Building.  Occasional additional readings will be posted to the class website or distributed in hard copy.

Additional recommended readings will occasionally be posted to the class Latte website.

Core Competency Statement
This course teaches concepts and skills that have been identified as core competencies for a degree in SID:

It introduces students to the basics of rights-based approaches to development, as well as to the basic concepts and practices of international laws and other standards.

Gender Perspective Statement
This course incorporates a perspective on gender as follows:
Issues around gender, rights and development are discussed throughout the course.
Race and Ethnicity Statement
This course recognizes the impact of race and ethnicity:
Issues around race, ethnicity, linguistic minority status, and other related topics in the context of rights and development are discussed throughout the course.
Course Requirements
1. Attendance at all sessions; prompt arrival.

2. Preparation of all readings.

3. Participation in class discussions and any small group work.

4. Timely submission/presentation of assignments.

5. Two written exercises
6. An in-class discussion/debate
7. An in-class final exam with a take-home component
8. Helpfulness to other students.

Your grade will be calculated as follows
Written exercises 40%
Final exam: 60 %

You will receive early feedback on your performance
The first exercise will be due at the 2nd session of class and returned by the third.

My make-up policy for late papers or missed exams
Extensions are generally available for good cause but must be requested in advance.  The final exam may not be missed except in emergency situations, usually requiring a doctor’s note or other similar documentation.

CLASS SESSIONS
Class  1
September 8     
Introduction to Human Rights in the Context of Development



Course introduction and overview

History and nature of international human rights laws

Introduction to international law
Introduction to Rights-Based Approaches to Development

Written assignments:

No assignments due

Readings: 
· Skim “An Overview of International Human Rights Law,” Richard Bilder, in Hurst Hannum, ed. Guide to International Human Rights Practice, fourth edition, Transnational Publishers, 2004, pp. 3-18
· "Toward a Cross-Cultural Approach to Defining International Standards of Human Rights: the Meaning of Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment," Abdullahi An-Na'im, in Human Rights in Cross-Cultural Perspectives: A Quest for Consensus, University of Pennsylvania Press, 1992,  pp. 19-43. 
· Optional: Skim pp. 1-30 of OHCHR, “Frequently Asked Questions About Rights-Based Approaches to Development,” United Nations, 2006. (You will be reading this again later in the course; don’t worry if it’s very UN-like and boring this first time around; it becomes more helpful later on when you know more.)

Class 2 
 September 15   
Are Universal Human Rights Really Universal?

Universality and cultural relativism

Equality, non-discrimination and attention to vulnerable groups

Gender, discrimination and the public-private divide

The right to development
Initial introduction to the UN system, including a quick tour of web-based human rights resources
Written assignments:

Exercise 1 due in class 

Readings:  
1. Chart outlining different views on the “universality question.”  Peter Uvin, Human Rights and Development, Kumerian Press, 2004, p. 35.
2. “Equality and non-discrimination” in Textbook on International Human Rights, Rhona K.M. Smith Oxford University Press, 2005, 2nd edition pp. 184-186, and 202 -204. 
3. Chapter 13e "The Public-Private Divide: Discrimination and Violence by Non-Governmental Actors," in International Human Rights in Context: Laws, Politics, Morals.  Henry Steiner and Philip Alston, Claredon Press, Oxford, 1996, pp. 945-961. Note: this selection is from the earlier (1996) edition of the Steiner and Alston book. 
4. Section on the Right to Development in International Human Rights in Context: Laws, Politics, Morals.  Henry Steiner and Philip Alston, Claredon Press, Oxford, 2nd edition 2000, pp. 1319-1326. 
5. Declaration on the Right to Development (Course packet appendix) 
6. Start reading OHCHR, “Working With the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights: A Handbook for NGOs” (undated), pp. ix-x, 2-6, 36-57, 58-75, and skim 83-98 (available online at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/NgoHandbook.aspx).   You should have completed these readings by class 4.
Class 3  
September  22 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

“Rights” vs. “needs”

Positive rights and negative rights

Sources of international economic, social and cultural rights

Current standards for international economic, social and cultural rights

· Governmental obligations to “respect, protect and fulfill” human rights

· Notions of “availability, accessibility and quality”

Process rights (esp. participation, access to information, freedom of speech)
ESCR in national constitutions: examples from South Africa
Written assignments:

No assignments due
Readings: 
1. Basic Rights: Subsistence, Affluence, and US Foreign Policy, Henry Shue, Princeton University Press, 1980, pp. 13-20 and chapter on duties (pp.35-65)

2. “Rights and Needs: The Myth of Disjunction,” Jeremy Waldron. In Legal Rights: Historical and Philosophical Perspectives. Austin Sarat and Thomas R. Kearns, eds. University of Michigan Press, 1996, pp. 87-109.

3. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (course packet appendix)
4. “What We Talk About When We Talk About Indicators: Current Approaches to Human Rights Measurement,” Maria Green, Human Rights Quarterly vol. 23, No. 4, 2001 pp. 1062-1097. 
5. Skim General Comment 14 (“The Right to the Highest Attainable Standard of Health”) of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, UN Doc. No. E/C.12/2000/4, 11 August 2000.

6. Skim (or skim a second time, if you have already done so once) pp. 1-30 of OHCHR, “Frequently Asked Questions About Rights-Based Approaches to Development,” United Nations, 2006.  This is in the reading packet under week 1.
Class 4 
October 4  
The United Nations Human Rights System


Class exercise
The Human Rights Council

The Human Rights Treaty Bodies

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Non-UN human rights mechanisms:  Regional Human Rights Systems

Brief discussion of personal accountability: the International Criminal Court

Written assignments:

Exercise 2 due in class
Readings: 

1. Explore the website of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights at www.ohchr.org.
2. Finish reading OHCHR, “Working With the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights: A Handbook for NGOs” (undated), pp. ix-x, 2-6, 36-57, 58-75, and skim 83-98 (available online at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/NgoHandbook.aspx).
3. “Regional Protection of Human Rights” in Rhona K. M. Smith, Textbook on International Human Rights 2nd edition, Oxford University Press, 2005, p.83-91.
4. Bruce Porter,  “Socio-Economic Rights Advocacy - Using International Law: Notes from Canada” ESR Review (Economic and Social Rights in South Africa), Vol 2, No 1, July 1999 (unpaginated)
Class 5
October 13     
Integrating Human Rights and International Development Practices

Human rights and the MDGs

Human rights and international financial institutions, including brief discussion of the World Bank Inspection Panel
Human rights and trade

Human rights conditionality
Take-home component of final exam distributed
Written assignments:

No assignments due 

Readings:  
1. Peter Uvin, Human Rights and Development, Kumerian Press, 2004, pp. 47-55.
2. The Human Rights Obligations of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.  Sigrun I. Skogly, Cavendish Publishing, 2001, pp 15-42, 56-62, and 152-173.
3. Peter Uvin, Human Rights and Development, Kumerian Press, 2004, pp. 56-82.

4. Joost Pauwelyn, “Cooperation in Dispute Settlement: Human Rights in WTO Dispute Settlement” in Human Rights in International Trade, edited by Thomas Cottier, Joost Pauwelyn, and Elisabeth Burgi, Oxford University Press, 2005, pp.205-231 (read pp. 205 -212).
5.  Philip Alston, A” Human Rights Perspective on the Millennium Development Goals,” paper prepared as a contribution to the work of the Millennium Project Task Force on Poverty and International Development (n.d.), pp.1-18 and 40-48.

6. Highly recommended optional reading:  pp.44-88 of Andrew T. Lang, “Re-thinking Trade and Human Rights,”  Bepress Legal Series, Year 2006 Paper 1685.   Retrieved August 30, 2007, from http://law.bepress.com/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=7916&context=expresso (available on the class Latte site).

7.  Additional optional reading: HURITALK and UNDG, “Summary Report of the Working Group Meeting ‘Linking MDGs and Human Rights: Theoretical and Practical Implications,’ UNDP Oslo Governance Centre, 18-19 September, 2006 (available on the class Latte site).
Class 6
October 20     
RBA Methodologies

RBA as addressing process and outcomes

Rights-based budget analysis

Rights-based policy analysis

Human Rights Impact Assessment
Written assignments:

No assignments due
Readings:   
1. Peter Uvin, Human Rights and Development, Kumerian Press, 2004, pp. 175-184.
2. Fundar – Centro de Analisis e Investigacion, International Budget Project, and International Human Rights Internship Project, Dignity Counts: A Guide to Using Budget Analysis to Advance Human Rights, 2004. 
3. Hunt, Paul and Gillian McNaughton. “Impact Assessments, Poverty, and Human Rights: A Case Study Using the Highest Attainable Standard of Health.” Human Rights Centre, University of Essex, 2006, pp.1-26.

4. Skim Health Rights of Women Assessment Instrument, by Saskia Bakker and Hansje Plagman, HOM, 2006 (available online at http://www.humanrightsimpact.org/uploads/media/HeRWAI.pdf and on the class Latte site).
5. NORAD, “Handbook in Human Rights Assessment: State Obligations, Awareness & Empowerment,” 2001, pp.17-37.

6. UNDG Programme Group, “Common Country Assessment and United Nations Development Assistance Framework: Guidelines For UN Country Teams on Preparing A CCA and UNDAF,” February 2007.  Skim pp. 1-15, read pp. 14-18 and read p.54.
7. Additional reading to be determined.
Class 7 
October 27

Final Exam

