USF St. Petersburg ECP 6305.691 Environmental Economics and Policy PRIVATE 

Syllabus - Summer 2008
	INSTRUCTOR:PRIVATE 

	Antoinette J. Criss, Ph.D.
	
	OFFICE HOURS
	

	OFFICE:
	COB 332 
	
	MONDAY:
	

	OFFICE PHONE:
	727-873-4006
	
	TUESDAY:
	4:45p – 5:45p 

	CLASS WEBSITE:
	https://my.usf.edu
	
	WEDNESDAY:
	  

	FAX:
	727-873-4192
	
	THURSDAY:
	

	EMAIL:
	criss@stpt.usf.edu
	
	FRIDAY:
	

	CLASSROOM:
	COB 342
	
	
	before/after class

	TIME:
	Tuesdays 6:00 pm - 10:15 pm
	
	
	or by appointment


Course Prerequisites:
         MBA Economics Essentials, or undergraduate Principles of Microeconomics and Macroeconomics.  I also assume a solid knowledge of algebra, including the ability to work with and understand graphs and equations.

Course Description:
          Environmental economics is the response of economists to the 1st Law of Thermodynamics:  matter and energy can neither be created nor destroyed.  How do we wisely use resources that come from nature in economic activities?  How do we reduce or delay the return of residual pollution from economic activities to the natural environment?  We will examine how both markets and the government can offer alternative approaches to these concerns.  These issues are important for managers and businesses because all economic activities use natural resources and return residuals to the natural environment.  Part of being a socially responsible entity is an awareness of the obligations that your organization has toward the natural environment.
Course Objectives:
This course will provide the student with the opportunity to learn:

1. How natural resource economics and environmental economics differ;

2. The nature of the market failures associated with environmental resources;  

3. The elements of benefit-cost analysis and other criteria for policy evaluation;

4. The government regulatory and market-based approaches used to address environmental problems; and,
5. How to apply economic concepts to a particular case (air, water, solid and toxic wastes, or global issues).

Text:

Required:  Barry C. Field and Martha K. Field, Environmental Economics: an introduction, 
Fourth Edition, McGraw-Hill/Irwin, 2006, ISBN 0-07-313751-0 
Supplemental:  You should keep current with local/regional media (newspapers, radio, TV) reports on environmental issues as these are relevant to class discussions.  The website for the text is: www.mhhe.com/economics/field4
Determination of Final Grade:

Your final letter grade in the course is determined by your numerical average in the following manner (with NO exceptions): 
A+ (98-100), A (94-97.99), A- (90-93.99); B+ (88-89.99), B (84-87.99), B- (80-83.99);

                   C+ (78-79.99), C (74-77.99), C- (70-73.99); D+ (68-69.99), D (64-67.99), D- (60-63.99); F (below 60)

Your numerical average will be based on problem sets, quizzes, essays, and discussions as detailed on the next page.
Problem Sets (dates are firm!) (Total: 12%)


You will work in class, in groups, on problem sets dealing with some of the more technical issues in the class.  You MUST be present in class, and participate in the group activity, to get credit for this portion of your grade.  There are NO make-up activities to replace this portion of your grade.  The dates for problem sets are:  May 20 (markets, types of goods), June 3 (benefit-cost analysis), and June 17 (emissions standards and charges).
Quizzes (dates are firm!) (Total: 36%) 


Quiz #1 (Tues. May 27)
 
(covers benefits/costs; externalities)



  

Quiz #2 (Tues. June 10)

(covers risk analysis; property rights)





Quiz #3 (Tues. June 24)

(covers emissions standards and charges) 





Final Quiz (Tues. July 15)  
(covers mobile source air pollution, CFCs program, water pollution)
 

Quizzes will consist of multiple choice questions involving numerical calculations, graphical analyses, and/or explanations of concepts and results.  My primary focus is on WHY (explanation), not WHAT (description).  There are NO make-up activities to replace this portion of your grade.
Essays (dates are firm!) (Total: 31%) 

	ESSAY TOPIC*
	DATE ASSIGNED
	DATE DUE

	Planning options in St. Pete to reduce sprawl
	May 13
	May 20

	Aspects of policy evaluation
	May 27
	June 3

	CVM Survey – writing questions
	June 10
	June 17

	SO2 transferable permit program
	June 24
	July 1

	Recycling for businesses
	July 1
	July 8

	*More specific information about these topics will be provided under Assignments (in BlackBoard) on the dates above.



You will be asked to write several approximately 500-word essays on a variety of topics throughout the semester.  The essays will always be due the class meeting after they are assigned at the BEGINNING of class.  You will be asked to submit a hard copy of the essay to me, but you will want a copy for yourself as you will discuss each topic on the day the essay is due (see below).  Essays will NOT be accepted late, and there are NO make-up activities to replace this portion of your grade. NOTE:  Essays may be submitted early if you must miss class.  However, electronic submissions must arrive in my inbox by 5:45pm on the date due.  Please be sure your computer runs a regular virus check. 
Discussions (dates are firm!) (Total: 21%)

You will be asked to participate in discussions in class, most of which will be related to your essays.  In some cases, you will be defending a position you have chosen, in others sharing options you have developed, and in others working to understand a concept.  While this is largely a participatory grade, you will NOT earn credit simply by being physically present in the room.  Most often, you will be first divided into smaller groups, and then brought together with the whole class, in order to facilitate your participation.  There are NO make-up activities to replace this portion of your grade.
	DISCUSSION TOPIC
	DATE

	Planning options in St. Pete to reduce sprawl
	May 20

	Aspects of policy evaluation
	June 3

	CVM Survey – writing questions
	June 17

	SO2 transferable permit program
	July 1

	Global warming (based on today’s material)
	July 1

	Recycling for businesses
	July 8

	Hazardous waste (based on today’s material)
	July 8


Course Policies:


Communication:  If you have need to call me or contact me via email, please include your course title and/or number in your message.  Emails will be deleted that do not contain this information in the subject line.  Please include your name in your email as well.  You will ALWAYS receive a response from me if your email has been sent properly.
Graded elements:  If you fail to complete any of the required elements listed above, you will earn a grade of zero (0) for that element.  The problem sets, quizzes, and discussion require your presence in class on the dates scheduled.  While essays are due in class, they may be submitted early if you must miss class.  However, electronic submissions must arrive in my inbox by 5:45pm on the date due.  Please be sure your computer runs a regular virus check.
Attendance:  I expect students to attend all scheduled class meetings.  You are responsible for all materials covered during any absence.  In class, I expect you to respect your fellow classmates by arriving on time, remaining for the entire period, and actively participating in the learning process (neither of us can do this alone!).  Class time is your best opportunity to interact with each other.  You will be expected to share what you have learned from your reading of the text (you should read each chapter before we discuss it).

Cell phones:  All cell phones must be STORED and TURNED OFF during class and quizzes, unless an emergency call is expected (in which case you may set the phone to vibrate).  Class time is our time together and I request that it not be interrupted.  Cell phone usage is restricted to the lobby area of Bayboro Station. 


Calculators:  The following types of calculators CANNOT be used on my quizzes:  cell phones, graphing, alphanumeric, or financial.  The type you need for my quizzes can be purchased at Walmart (or similar outlets) for $1.  Any calculator you wish to use for a quiz MUST be pre-approved by me.
Tentative Course Schedule/Outline:

Dates are subject to minor modifications – if you attend class regularly, it won’t be a problem.
	DATE
	TUESDAY
	COMMENTS

	May 13 
	Introduction; Review Syllabus; Ch. 1 What is Environmental Economics?
Ch. 2 The Economy and the Environment
	essay due next week

	May 20
	Ch. 3 Benefits and Costs, Supply and Demand
Ch. 4 Economic Efficiency and Markets
	discussion; problem set

	May 27

	Ch. 5 The Economics of Environmental Quality

Ch. 9 Criteria for Evaluating Environmental Policies
	Quiz; essay due next week 

	June 3
	 Ch. 10 Decentralized Policies:  Liability Laws, Property Rights, Voluntary Action
Ch. 6 Frameworks of Analysis 
	discussion; problem set

	June 10 
	Ch. 7 Benefit-Cost Analysis: Benefits 

Ch. 8 Benefit-Cost Analysis: Costs
	Quiz; essay due next week

	June 17 
	Ch. 11 Command-and-Control Strategies:  The Case of Standards                               Ch. 12 Incentive-Based Strategies:  Emission Charges and Subsidies
	discussion; problem set

	June 24 
	Ch. 13 Incentive-Based Strategies:  Transferable Discharge Permits                           Ch. 15 Federal Air Pollution Control Policy
	Quiz; essay due next week

	July 1 
	Ch. 17 State and Local Environmental Issues 
 Ch. 20 The Global Environment
	2 discussions;                  essay due next week

	July 8 
	Ch. 14 Federal Water Pollution Control Policy 

Ch. 16 Federal Policy on Toxic and Hazardous Substances
	2 discussions

	July 15
	Final Quiz
	


Key Leadership Skills and Perspectives Addressed in This Course:
	PRIVATE 
Interpersonal and Communication Skills
	Analytical and Critical Thinking Skills
	Information Technology Skills
	Reflective Thinking and Experiential Learning
	Ethical and Social

Consciousness
	Multicultural Competence

	4
	4
	
	
	3
	3


Interpersonal and Communication Skills - The discussions and the problem sets target students’ verbal communication skills and their ability to receive, respond to, and share ideas.  The essays emphasize written communication skills.

Analytical and Critical Thinking Skills - These skills are emphasized throughout the course, but especially in Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8.  Assessment of these skills will be through problem sets and the quizzes.
Ethical and Social Consciousness - Ethical and legal responsibilities are emphasized in Chapters 1, 9, 10, 17, and 20; students express their understanding through the essays and discussions.

Multicultural Competence - Global awareness and understanding are considered in Chapters 1 and 20; students express their understanding through the essays and discussions.

Students with Disabilities:

         Please notify your instructor if you have a learning disability or require special assistance with this course.  Confidential personal and learning assistance counseling are made available to students through the Office of Student Disability Services.  Visit www.sds.usf.edu or call (727) 873-4162 for more information.

Religious Holidays:

Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the instructor, in writing, by the second class meeting. 

Copyrights:


Students may tape lectures and use slides from the Web for their own study, but may NOT sell these materials to others.  This is particularly true for the materials provided by the text’s publisher.

Academic Dishonesty: 


THIS IS AN ISSUE I CONSIDER TO BE EXTREMELY SERIOUS.


See USF Policy on Procedures for Alleged Academic Dishonesty and Disruption of Academic Process 





www.ugs.usf.edu/catalogs/0708/adadap.htm

Because of the University’s commitment to academic integrity, plagiarism or cheating on course work or on examinations will result in penalties that may include a grade of “F” for the specific exam or course work and a grade of “F” or “FF” for the course.  Any incident of academic dishonesty will be reported to the dean of the college.  Definitions and punishment guidelines for Plagiarism, Cheating, and Student Disruption of the Academic Process may be found at the web address listed above.  Where appropriate, the “Turnitin.com” software may be used to verify that written material is indeed the work of the student submitting it.


