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Seattle Pacific University

School of Business and Economics

BUS 6381 – Pacific Rim Enterprise
3 Graduate Credits

Fall 2008
Instructors: 
Ryan C. LaBrie, Ph.D.


Gerhard Steinke, Ph.D.
Office:

McKenna Hall 209


McKenna Hall 203
Office Hours:
By appointment



By appointment
Email:

ryanl@spu.edu



gsteinke@spu.edu
Phone:
(206) 281 – 2213



(206) 281 - 2377
Fax:

(206) 281 – 2733



(206) 281 - 2733
Classroom:
Hong Kong, Shanghai, Beijing
Class Time:
Thursday, Sept. 4, 2008 – Sunday, Sept. 21, 2008
Textbooks:
See reading list below.

Catalog Description

Pacific Rim Enterprise: “Study of trading relations among Pacific Rim countries.” – SPU Graduate Catalog

This course is actually an experiential version of Pacific Rim Enterprise, in that we will be traveling to a Pacific Rim country (China) and studying/visiting businesses that do business in the Pacific Rim and the rest of the world.
Course Objectives

The objective of this course is to experience parts of China.  To do this we will collectively:

· Learn about Chinese history by reading books and touring historical sites

· Learn about Chinese businesses by research as well as visiting Chinese businesses
· Experience and engage Chinese culture and people

Course Grading
Company Presentation (in China)
100

Research Paper on China

400

Participation in Seminars & Tours
500
TOTAL


              1000

Company Presentation (100 points)
Due:
One day in Shanghai or Beijing
Length:
7 minute presentation

Each student will develop and share a business presentation on a Chinese company (preferred), or a company that does business in China (alternatively).  This presentation should be professional and given in an environment without PowerPoint. That is, do not expect a machine loaded with Microsoft PowerPoint, a large screen, and projector.  Handouts should be prepared ahead of time.  Each student will prepare their presentation on a different company, so students must get instructor approval on their chosen company.
Research Paper (400 points)

Due:
1 November 2008 (first draft), 1 December 2008 (final draft)  May be completed early!
Length:
5000 words
Based on the reading list and your personal experience in China each student will develop a paper that discusses what they have learned about choosing to do business in China. A formal set of references should accompany the work including citations of: class readings, other additional outside readings, and interviews/conversations with business professionals.  
Seminar & Tour Participation (500 points)
A large part of this course is “experiencing” China.  We will do a number of activities to help us accomplish this goal.  Included in this is attending seminars and meeting with business contacts in each of the locations we visit.  Each student is expected to attend all functions related to our schedule.  Students should be adequately prepared (i.e. dressed and rested appropriately) to hold business casual conversations with our contacts.  Furthermore, attendance (including on-time arrival) of all group coordinated tours is expected.
Reading List

Spence, Jonathan, The Search for Modern China
Chapter 7: “The First Clash with the West;”

Chapter 11: “The End of the Dynasty;”

Chapter 19: “The Birth of the People’s Republic;”

Chapter 21: “Deepening the Revolution;”

Chapter 22: “Reopening the Doors;”

Chapter 23: “Redefining Revolution;”

Chapter 24: “Levels of Power;”

Chapter 25: “Testing the Limits”

Buderi, Robert, Guanxi: (The Art of Relationships); Microsoft, China, and Bill Gates’s Plan to Win the Road Ahead

Chapter 1: “Beast from the East;”

Chapter 12: “How to Make it in China”

Friedman, Thomas, The World is Flat
Chapter 2: “Flattener #6 – Outsourcing;”

Chapter 9: “The Virgin of Guadalupe;”

Chapter 11: “The Unflat World”

Landes, David The Wealth and Poverty of Nations
Chapter 21: “Celestial Empire: Stasis and Retreat”

McGregor, James One Billion Customers
Introduction: “A Startup and a Turnaround;”

Chapter 1: “The Grand Bargain”

Menzies, Gavin 1421: The Year China Discovered America
Chapter 1: “The Emperor’s Grand Plan;”

Chapter 2: “A Thunderbolt Strikes”

Rivoli, Pietra, The Travels of a T-Shirt in the Global Economy
Chapter 4: “Cotton Comes to China;”

Chapter 5: “The Long Race to the Bottom;”

Chapter 6: “Sisters in Time”

Sachs, Jeffrey, The End of Poverty
Chapter 8: “China: Catching up after half a Millennium”

Tsang, Steve A Modern History of Hong Kong
Chapter 12: “Economic Take-off”
Popkin, James and Iyengar, Partha, IT and the East, Ch. 1-3

Moll, Rob, “Great Leap Forward”, http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/may/19.22.html 
It is recommended that you do the readings during the summer so you won’t need to spend time reading while in China. Although you don’t have to do all of these readings, you will get more out of the course the more reading you do.

Tentative Schedule
	DATE
	TOPICS
	ITINERARY
	LOCATION

	Monday
June 2 5-6 p.m.
	Orientation Session
	
	McKenna 111

	July 29 or Aug. 14
	The Last Emperor Showing
	
	

	Tuesday
Sept. 2 – 6 p.m.
	Last minute preparations

	
	

	Thursday 
Sept. 4
	Depart Seattle
	
	

	Friday
Sept. 5
	Arrive Hong Kong
	
	NTT International House

Hong Kong Baptist University

	Saturday
Sept. 6
	
	Organized site seeing Hong Kong
	

	Sunday
Sept. 7
	
	Possible free day
	

	Monday

Sept. 8
	
	SEMINAR: at HKBU

Company site visits
	

	Tuesday

Sept. 9
	
	SEMINAR: at HKBU

Company site visits
	

	Wednesday 

Sept. 10
	Depart Hong Kong

Arrive Shanghai
	
	Astor House Hotel



	Thursday

Sept. 11
	
	Possible business and site visits
	

	Friday

Sept. 12
	
	Possible business and site visits
	

	Saturday

Sept. 13
	
	Visit Old City

Dinner Pearl Tower
	

	Sunday 

Sept. 14
	Depart Shanghai

Arrive Beijing
	
	Beijing Hebei  Guest Hotel

	Monday

Sept. 15
	
	Guided Tour of Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven
	

	Tuesday

Sept. 16
	
	Possible business and site visits Chinese Acrobats
	

	Wednesday

Sept. 17
	
	Guided Tour of Great Wall (country version)
	

	Thursday

Sept. 18
	
	Possible business and site visits
	

	Friday

Sept. 19
	
	Possible business and site visits
	

	Saturday

Sept. 20
	
	 Optional: Summer Palace, Ming Tombs and/or Great Wall
	

	Sunday

Sept. 21
	Depart Beijing

Arrive  Seattle
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