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The Leadership in Action course, 2.0 credit hours over Modules 3 and 4, allows application of multiple skills from the MBA functional areas, as well as relevant student interests and experiences, within the context of community stewardship. Students complete project-based solutions to community nonprofit challenges.  The course provides students an opportunity to work closely with and learn from those providing direct services to community members, and affirms an awareness of and commitment to stewardship in future professional careers. 
The course facilitator is Jessica McManus Warnell, M.A., 254 Mendoza College of Business, telephone 631-9182, email jmcmanus@nd.edu.  

Overview:

Applying business skills to meaningful community-based work allows for experiential learning and the opportunity to develop abilities while examining community concerns.  The course operates from the recognition that the business sector offers tremendous potential to impact social issues.  Students work in teams of 3-4 to complete a project with a local non-profit partner. Each student team will be assigned a project by the facilitator in collaboration with the Community Partners program.  Each team will frame the project through interaction with nonprofit executives to define the challenge, develop and present a solution, and witness and measure implementation.  The course involves consultation with business faculty and local corporate mentors as appropriate to each project.  The framework for the course and project execution derives from the Problem Solving model. Students work directly with community nonprofit executives to complete and present a useful deliverable for the partner.  Course readings will explore strategic alliances between the corporate and nonprofit sectors, values-based leadership, and community stewardship and concerns.

The course allows students to further their appreciation for the mission of the University which states, in part, 
 “ . . .The University seeks to cultivate in its students not only an appreciation for the great achievement of human beings but also a disciplined sensibility to the poverty, injustice and oppression that burden the lives of so many. The aim is to create a sense of human solidarity and concern for the common good that will bear fruit as learning becomes service to justice.”   
